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1. Introduction

Casimir operators of Lie algebras constitute an important tool in representation theory
and physical applications, since their eigenvalues can be used to label irreducible
representations, and, in the case of physical symmetry groups, provide quantum
numbers. For the classical algebras, explicit formulae to obtain the Casimir operators
and their eigenvalues were succesively developed by Racah, Perelomov and Popov or
Gruber and O’Raifeartaigh, among others [1, 2, 3, 4, 5]. For nonsemisimple algebras,
the problem is far from being solved, although various results have been obtained [6, 7].
In [8, 9] the Casimir operators of various semidirect products g of classical Lie algebras
and Heisenberg algebras were obtained by application of the Perelomov-Popov formulae.
The main idea was to introduce new variables that span a semisimple algebra isomorphic
to the Levi part of g, and then to apply the well known formulae for invariants of the
classical algebras. Such products hae been shown to be relevant for various physical
problems, like the nuclear collective motions [10, 11].

In this work we show that this argument can be enlarged to cover the exceptional
(complex) Lie algebra G5. The same procedure can be applied to the higher rank
exceptional algebras, but the low dimension of G5 and its particular properties make it
the adecuate frame for computations. The interest of a synthetic procedure for these
algebras is out of discussion, for the various physical applications of exceptional algebras,
as the labelling of internal states, since they entered elementary particle physics in the
beginning sixties ([12, 13] and references therein), and which constitute nowadays an
important tool in high energy physics.

The functional method to determine the (generalized) Casimir invariants of a Lie
algebra g has become the most extended in the literature, and is more practical than
the traditional method of analyzing the centre of the universal enveloping algebra U(g)
of g. For the study of completely integrable Hamiltonian systems, where the existence
of Casimir operators is not ensured, it allows to determine those solutions which are not
interpretable in terms of U(g).

Recall that if {X,.., X} is a basis of g and {CZ} the structure constants over this
basis, we can represent g in the space C* (g*) by means of differential operators:

- )
k
X, = —Cijxk—axj, (1)

where [X;, X;] = CiXp (1<i<j<n). In this context, an analytic function
F € O (g*) is called an invariant of g if and only if it is a solution of the system:
{)?Z-on,1§¢§n}. 2)

If F'is a polynomial, then it provides a classical Casimir operator, after symmetrization,
while nonpolynomial solutions of system (2) are usually called “generalized Casimir
invariants”. The cardinal N (g) of a maximal set of functionally independent solutions
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(in terms of the brackets of the algebra g over a given basis) is easily obtained from the
classical criteria for PDEs:

N(g) .= dim g — rank (OZI;:L‘k)

1<i<j<dimg’ (3)
where A(g) := (ngk) is the matrix which represents the commutator table of g over
the basis {Xi,.., X,,}. Evidently this quantity constitutes an invariant of g and does
not depend on the choice of basis. In particular, if the Lie algebra g is supposed to
be perfect, i.e., such that g = [g,g] holds, then we can always find a maximal set
of algebraically independent Casimir operators [14]. For semisimple Lie algebras g,
Gruber and O’Raifeartaigh [2] developed an effective procedure to determine the Casimir
invariants as trace operators. Given the matrix g,, associated to the Killing form over
a basis {X,}, they constructed the matrices

Q= (gu) Xy @, (4)
The trace operator TrQP has the property of commuting with the basis elements of g:
[TrQ", X,] =0, ()

that is, Tr@QP is a Casimir operator of degree p. This method was applied in [15] to
determine the sixth order Casimir operator of the exceptional algebra (G5 in dependence
of a Ay-basis.

2. Generators of GG in a A, basis

The motivation to determine the invariants of exceptional Lie algebras lies in their
applications to particle physics, which require explicit formulae that can be manipulated
in effective manner. The Casimir operators of the exceptional algebra G5 have been
determined by various authors, using different bases, like A; + A;, Ay or Bs-bases
[15, 16, 17]. For the semidirect products of Gy with Heisenberg algebras analyzed in
this work, it is convenient to use a Aj-basis. Recall that the adjoint representation I'( o
of Gy decomposes like follows with respect to the As-subalgebra spanned by the long
roots:

According to this decomposition, we label the generators as E;, ax, b’ (i, j, k, 1 = 1,2, 3)
(with the constraint F; + FEas + FE33 = 0). We have the brackets:

[Eij, Bu] = 0By — 6ul; (7)
[Eij,ar] = 0jra; (8)
Eij,b*] = =6t/ (9)
[ai, a;] = —2e4," (10)
[V, V] = 2ea (11)
[az’, b’] = 3E; (12)



Table 1. Eigenvalues of §) over the basis (7)-(12)

X |Ey Ep Es By Esp FEn an ay a3 b ¥ b
N 3 3 0 3 3 0 1 -2 1 -1 2 -1
X)) -1 2 1 1 2 -1 0 1 -1 0 -1 1

Table 2. The fundamental 7-dimensional representation
of G5 in the As-basis

Vi Voo V5 W Vs Ve V7
H | Wi 2V, Va3 Vi =2V -V 0
Hy 0 -V =V W Vs 0 0
FEs 0 0 0 0 % Vo 0
Fo Vs Vi 0 0 0 0 0
FEos 0 —Vy Vs 0 0 0 0
Eso 0 0 0 —Vs Vs 0 0
Ey3 0 0 %1 0 0 Vy 0
Fs1 Vs 0 0 Vi 0 0 0
aq 0 0 ‘/2 0 *VZL 7V7 2‘/1
a2 V4 V7 V(, 0 0 0 2V5
az | —Va 0 0 V7 —Vs 0 2Vs
bt V7 Vs 0 -Vs 0 0 —2Vs
b? 0 0 0 % ) Vs 2Va
b3 0 -V 0 0 S CEPAZ

The A, subalgebra is clearly spanned by the operators Fj;;. For our purpose
it is convenient to choose the Cartan subalgebra generated by the operators H; =
Ey1 — 2FE9 + E33 and Hy = Esy — FE33. The operators {aj,as,az} correspond to
the fundamental quark representation 3, while {b*, %, b3} corresponds to the antiquark
representation 3 (the action is given in table 1)

With respect to this basis, the quadratic invariant of (G5, obtained using the -
matrix (4), is given by

Cy = H} +3H Hy + 3H3 + 3 (E12Fy + Eo3Es + Er3E3) + a;b’ (13)

The corresponding symmetrization gives the quadratic Casimir operator. The operator
of order six can be computed by the same method (see [15] for the explicit expression
in a slightly different basis from that used here).

Here we are interested on the semidirect products g = Go@ gh of the exceptional
algebra Gy with a Heisenberg Lie algebra bh,,. As usual, we use the characterizing
property of this algebra, namely being 2-step nilpotent of dimension (2m + 1) (m > 1)
and having a one dimensional centre with coincides with the derived subalgebra. This
implies that we can always find a basis {V4, .., Va,,, Vo } of b,,, such that the only brackets
are

Vi, Vams1—il = AW (14)



5

with \; # 0. Since the centre of such an algebra is nontrivial [18], the representation R
is of the form R = a;I"(, 5,) ® I'(0,0). Without loss of generality we can suppose that for
any index ¢ we have (a;, b;) # (0,0). In what follows, we will consider representations R
of the form R = 2I'(q5) ®T(0,0). If {V4, .., V},} is a basis of the (irreducible) representation
['(4), we label the basis of @ as {Vll, ..,‘/;,1,\/12, ..,VPQ,VO}, where 1} is a basis of the
trivial representation of Gs.

The lowest possible dimension for such a representation is 15, R = 2I'( 1) ®1'(,0), where
I'(o,1y denotes the fundamental seven dimensional irreducible representation of Gy (the
action is given in table 2). With the preceding labelling of the basis, the only nontrivial
brackets of the radical are given by:

Vi Ve = [V V] = VRV =V (15)
Ve Ve = [V Vi) = VR ] =V (16)
[V V2] = 20, (17)

The number of invariants of such algebras is easily obtained.
Lemma 1 For any (a,b) € N x N following identity holds:
N (GQ@BF(G@@F(O,O)U?(]) =3

The proof follows at once either directly from the commutator matrix or using the
reformulation of the Beltrametti-Blasi in terms of differential forms developed in [19].
As expected, one of the invariants of g = Ggﬁgp(a’b)@p(oyo)bmis given by the generator 1}
of the centre. The other two invariants of g depend on all its variables, the generator of
the centre comprised [18].

3. An auxiliary result concerning sl(2)-representations

Let | € N and § = 0,1. Let {2l —6} be the irreducible representation of
sl(2) = {)(1,)(2,)(3 | [Xo, X3] = X1, [X1, X, = 2(=1) X, = 2,3} of highest weight
A = 20 — 6f. Then, for any [ > 1 we can obtain a Lie algebra g = s[(2)& pr with
radical isomorphic to bhoi1_g, the (41 + 3 — 26)-dimensional Heisenberg algebra, and
representation R = 2{2] —d} & {0}. Over a basis {V{!,.., Vo, 5, V& ., Va1 5, Vol
the action of s[(2) is given, for i = 1,2, by

(X, V] = @+2-2k-8) Vi, k=1.20+1-¢ (18)

(X0, V] = @+2-k—-0)Vi_, k=220+1-¢ (19)

(X5, V] =kVi,, k=1.21-96 (20)
Suppose moreover that the brackets of the radical are given by

(Vi Varioies) = MVo, 1<k <204+1—4, (21)
t With this notation, the case § = 0 corresponds to integer spin representations, while § = 1

corresponds to half-integer spin representations. This notation has been chosen to simplify the formulae.
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where A\, # 0 for all k. Using the determinantal formulae developed in [18], their
application to this particular case allows to express the noncentral Casimir invariant in
dependence of the quadratic operator of sl (2)

Lemma 2 The noncentral Casimir operator of g = 5[(2)@)3‘@“_5 s given by C' =
P? + 4P, Py, where
2A+1-5

(20 + 2 —2k—9
Py = v + Z )Uévgzw k=5 (22)
205
Py = xovg — Z A Ukv2l+1 k—6 (23)
25
P3 = w300 + Z )\—kvévgwg—k—a (24)
=1

Obviously the formula remains valid for any even multiple of the irreducible
representation {2/ 4+ 1 — d} and their direct sums [20]. Therefore we conclude that the
Casimir operators of Lie algebras s [(2)@2W@{0}b, where W is an arbitrary representation
of 5[(2), can be written as function of the quadratic Casimir operator of the Levi part,
and that the coefficients of the new variables P; are completely determined by W (the
signs of v} v are however dependent on the basis chosen).

As an example, let us consider the representation R = 4 {1}@® {0}, where the action
of 5[ (2) over the basis {V{!,.., V!, Vi, .., VZ Vo } is given by the following table:
L O S 7 S S N R VR ()
Xl V'll _‘/'21 ‘/E’,l _V;ll ‘/12 _‘/22 ‘/32 _‘/42 0
X 0 =Vt o0 V! 0o V2 0 V2 0
Xs|-V) 0 Vioo0 —V2 0 VZ 0 o0
Observe that the signs differ from those considered in (18)-(20). The brackets of the
radical are

(25)

Vi VE] =—Vo, k=1.4 (26)

The noncentral Casimir operator I can be computed using the determinantal formula
of [18]. It can be verified that this invariant can be written as I = (2})* + 4}, where

T = z1v0 + (—vjvg +vg07) + (vav3 — v303) (27)
Ty = Tovg + ViV — VU] (28)
Th = T30g + VaU; — VU5 (29)

In particular, we observe that the coefficients of v} v and v v? have opposite sign.
This will always be the case when the 5[2—representat10n is obtamed by restriction of
a representation R of a simple algebra s (with sl < s) which involves irreducible
representations of s along with their dual representations.



4. The invariants of g as functions of the Casimir operators of G,

In this section we present a procedure to determine the Casimir operators of algebras
g = Gg@zp(mb)@p(o’o)bm using the invariants of G5. The idea to obtain the Casimir
operators is similar to the argument employed in [8] for the wsu (n) and wsp (n) Lie
algebras, among others. That is, to find new variables Egj,a;,b/j which transform
like the generators (7)-(12) of G and such that Cy (EY;, al,b7) and Cg (E;, a},b7) are
solutions of the system (2) corresponding to the Lie algebra Gg@gp(a’b)@p(o,o)bm, where
Cy (Eij, a;, V) and Cg (Ejj, a;, b7) are the Casimir operators of Gy of degrees two and six,
respectively.

To this extent, we can suppose that the new variables X’ associated to the basis (7)-(12)

must be of the form

X'=Xvg+afvv, i,j>0,0f €R, (30)
where {V{', ., V1, V2 V2 Vy} is a basis of R. In other words, we consider X' as

quadratic polynomials in the variables of g. This fact implies the following conditions
on the products v} v3:

Lemma 3 Let § be the Cartan subalgebra of Go with respect to the basis (7) — (12).
Then for any H € $ and X' in (30) following identity holds:

A (X) =g (v)) + g (v7) (31)
In particular, if X' € §, then
A (X) = A (8h) + A (12) = 0 (2)

The proof follows from the following facts: First, for any element H € $ and any
X,Y € g we have

[H XY]=HXYH—-XYH=X[HY]+[H,X]Y =g (X)+ g (YV)) XY. (33)
Since the radical of g is a Heisenberg Lie algebra, it is an algebra spanned by m creation

and annihilation operators {Bi, BZ-T }, as well as a unit operator I corresponding to the
centre generator V. Therefore there exists an isomorphism:

o : b, — span {Bi, BZT, [} (34)
1<i<m
In view of equations (33), this implies that the operators
Eij = Ey; + p*o (v) o (v7) (35)
@ =a; + "o (U]l) o (v7) (36)
V=6 1y (o) o (02) (37)

transform in the say way as the generators of Gy, i.e., they satisfy the relations (7)—(12).
Thus, in particular

[f[, 55} =\ (X) X =\ (X)X, (38)
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since the eigenvalues are preserved by (35) — (37). Thus the identities (31) — (32) are
satisfied.

In particular, it follows that the coupling of the variables vilvjz» associated to the radical
does not depend on the choice of a Cartan subalgebra of G5, and can easily be obtained
from the weight diagram of the representation.

In order to determine the coefficients (xg for X', we will consider the restriction of
the representation R to the different sly-triples of G5. This gives Lie algebras with
Heisenberg radical, whose noncentral Casimir operator can be computed easily. Once
this operator has been obtained, the result of the preceding section shows that we can
rewrite it as a polynomial function of the quadratic Casimir operator of sl(2), from
which the coefficients will be deduced rapidly.

Proposition 1 For any X € Gy, the coefficients of of X' = Xuvy + agvilv?
are completely determined by the sly-triples generated by {E;j, Ej;, [Eij, ji]}i# and
{a;, 0", E;} and the restriction of R to them.

Proof. For any of the sl-triples {Hs, Eo3, E32}, {H;+ Ha, Er, Ea},
{H, + 2Hy, E13, E31}, {2H, + Ho,a1,b'}, {Hy,a0,0%}, and {H; + 3H,, a3, b}, the re-
striction of 2I'(, 5y @ I'(9,0) gives a Lie algebra with Levi part s[(2) and Heisenberg rad-
ical. By lemma 2, the noncentral Casimir operator of these algebras can be written in
dependence of the quadratic Casimir operator of sl(2), which provides the expressions
of the new variables Ej;, a;, b7. These expressions are completely determined by the
restriction of R to the different sly-triples, therefore by R. It is straightforward to verify
that these satisfy the requirements of lemma 3 and equations (31)-(32), thus transform

in the same way as the generators of Go. m

Proposition 2 Let 9 = GQ@QF(OJ)@I(O’O)b% A fundamental set of invariants of g is
given by Cy (E( a; b]), o (E{ al b]) and C = vy.

z_j’ 1) zj’ 1)

The proof follows directly by insertion of the functions Cs (Egj, a,b7) and Cg (Egj, al, b7)
in the system (2), Cy being obviously an invariant for being a generator of the centre.

In particular, Cy (E[;,al,b7) is given by

(Hy)? + 3H{Hy + 3(Hj)? + 3 (B, By + BBy, + EgEy) + (aib™ + ab? + ajb”) . (39)

We obtain an invariant of degree four, and of degree twelve for Cy (Egj, a;, b )

These results enable us to propose a procedure to compute the invariants of

g = GQ@)QF/(‘a,b)@F(O,O)bm in dependence of the Casimir operators Cy (Egj,a;,b/j) and
Cs (Ezfj,a;, b7) of Gy

(i) Determine the noncentral Casimir operator C(s;) of 5i§(gr(a’b)@1‘(oyo))5ibm for
the different slo-triples s; generated by {Hs, Eo3, E32}, {Hi+ Hs, F15, Eo1},
{Hy +2Hj, Ey3, Egi }, {2H, + Hy, a1,0'}, {Hy, a0,b°}, and {Hy + 3Hs, a3,b%}.

(ii) Express C(s;) as function of the quadratic invariant of sly using lemma 2.

(iii) Substitute Ej;,a;,b° by Ej,a}, (b)) in the operators Cs(El;,aj,b7) and
Ce (B}, a},b7) of Gs.

150 i)
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To illustrate this method, we consider the two lowest dimensional cases,
corresponding to the representations R = 2I'g 1) ® ') and R = 2T’ 9y @ [(gp) of
Gs.

4.1. R =21 ® Ty

In this case, the highest weight is given by A = (0, 1). The action of G5 is given by table
2, while the brackets of the radical are given by equations (15)-(17). From table 2 and
lemma 2, it follows that, for example, the new variable H) takes the form

H) = Hyvg + a3Pv3v? + adtviv] + ag’viv3 + ab?vivs, (40)

where {V}', .., V2 V2 .., V2 Vi} is a basis of R. Now the generators { Hy, Fa3, E35} of G
span a subalgebra s; of G isomorphic to s[(2) (whose quadratic Casimir operators over
the given basis is H2 + 4FEy3E3). The restriction of R to s; gives:

Rls, = 4{1} & 7{0}, (41)
(compare with the example in section 3). The noncentral Casimir operator of 58 rb7
follows from the determinantal formulae developed in [18], and equals
C = (vivg)z + (v%vZ)Q + (Uévg)z + (v%v?)z + 4vy (Egg (v%vg — v%v%) + B3 (vivg — vévi))
+2 (v%vévivg + V3VsVRV] + ViUEVIVS + VaUUsvE — 20505VaV] — 21};1&1}31}?) + 4v3 Ey3 Esy
—2 (vavivivd + vyvivivd) + 2Hovg (viv? — vivg + viv — vjv3) + (Hawg)?. (42)

We observe that C' does not depend on the variables {v,vi, vi} since the

i=1,27
action of s; over these elements is trivial [18]. A short calculation shows that (42) can

be written as

O = (Hj)? + A(El ), (43)
where

Hy = Hyvo + (0503 — v303) + (v30F — v03) (44)

Ejy = Eagvg + (0,03 — 0307) (45)

B3y = Ezpv + (0303 — v303). (46)

Repeating the argument for the triples generated respectively by { Hy + Ha, E12, Fo },
{Hl + 2H2, Elg, Egl}, {2H1 + HQ, ap, bl}, {Hl, ag, b2}, and {Hl + 3H2, as, b3}, we obtain
the expression for the remaining generators of Gj:

1 1,2

H{ = Hyvg + vivg — 20307 — v3v; + 0,03 + 20505 — vg03 (47)
Ejy = Eipvg — v1v3 + 0307 (48)
By = Eyvg + v3v5 — U603 (49)
Ely = Ei3vg — viv? + viv? (50)
E} = E31v0 + v3v5 — vg03 (51)
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Table 3. The adjoint representation of G2 in the As-basis

i Voo V3o Vo Vs Vg Ve Vg Vg Vg Vi Vi Vig Vi
H, 0 0 2V3 =2V =3V 3V —Vo Vg Vo —Vi3Vip —3Vis 0 0
Hy | 0 0 -V Vi 2V =2V Vo Vg 0 0 Vi Vip Viz Vi
Eip |=3Vir Vii 0 Vg Viz 0 0 0 0o -V 0 W 0 -V
Ey | 3V =V =Vip 0 0 =V 0 0 Vo2 O =W, 0 Vs O
Eas | 3Vs —2V5 =V 0 o Vv 0 V 0 0 —Viz 0 0 Vi
Esp | =3Vs 2V 0 Ve =Vo 0 —=V3 0 0 0 0 Vi =Vii 0
Egz| 0 —Viz 0 0 0 Vi 0 VW o -V 0 -V5 0 W
Ex | 0 Vg O 0 —-Vip 0 —=Vip O Ve 0 Vo 0 Wy 0
a; | =3V 0 3V =2V O 0 3Vis 2V; 0 wWs 0 =Vy 0 —Vs
ap | 2Vy Vi =Vi 0 0 Vg 3V5 —2Vip 2V7 3Vip —Vy O 0 0
a3 | —=3Vg Vg 3V 2V =V4 O Wy 0 =2V3 3V, O 0 —-Vy O
bt Vio 0 2V —3Vis O 0 —2V,—-3Viu W5 0 Vs 0 Vo 0
2| =2V V, 0 i Vz 0 2Vy —3Vg —3Vi; 2V O Vio 0 0
v Ve —Vp =2V -3V 0 V5 0 Wy —3Viz Vi 0 0 0 Vi
Wi =Vi+ Vo, Wy =V, + 2V, W3 =2V, + 3V, W, =V + 313

ay = a1vg + vivE — v} + vivs — vivs (52)
ay = asUy + ViV + V5VT — VGU] — V33 (53)
ah = azvy — Vg + V3v7 + ViU; — vivs (54)
V' = blug — vy0F + viv — vgvF + vivg (55)
V2 = b?uy — vjv3 — vivs + v3vui + vgva (56)
V3 = bPup + vjv2 + vy — vivi — viv] (57)

The substitution of (44)-(57) into the corresponding system (2)§ provides a
Casimir operator of the algebra g = GQ@QF(OJ)@F(O’O)b7 as function of the quadratic
Casimir operator of Gy. (% (Egj,a;,b/j) has 95 terms before symmetrization, while

/s . . . . . .
Cs (El;, a;,b7)|| involves some thousand terms, for which reason we omit its explicit
description here.

4.2. R =21, @0

The Lie algebra g = Gz@gp(m)@p(o’o)bm is 43-dimensional, where I'(;) is the
adjoint representation of Gy (the action is given in table 3). Over the basis
(VL VA VR L VA Vo) of the radical, the brackets are given by

VI, VE] =6V Ve, V5] =24 (58)

§ This system has been presented explicitly in Appendix A.
|| The sixth order Casimir operator Cs of G2 obtained in [15] has 416 terms.



Vi, VE = (VL VE] == [ViL Ve = = [Ve, V] = 3V (59)
[‘/}I’VSI] = [%17‘/}2} - [‘/;)17‘/120] = [Vll()’VQQ] =3W (60)
VL V] = [Vie, V] = [Vis, Vi) = Vi Vi3] = V5, W] = Vs, V5] = Vo (61)

We observe that the element V;! has nontrivial bracket with the elements V;? and
V2. This fact is only a consequence of having chosen the basis of the radical such that
it transforms according to the brackets given in table 3. In fact, taking the change of

variables
‘711 _ ‘/11; ‘721 _ V21; ‘712 _ Vf + 2‘/22; ‘722 _ V22 + gvﬁ (62)
(the rest of the basis remaining unchanged) we obtain that
VLR =[] =0 (63)
VL] = [ =, (64)

which shows that the radical is effectively a Heisenberg Lie algebra. We now take
the sly-triple of G generated by {Ha, Fa3, E32} of G3. The corresponding algebra has
dimension 32. Using the determinantal formulae and lemma 2, we get the noncentral
Casimir operator C = (H})? + 4(E},E},), where

1
r 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1 2 1 2
Hy = Hyvo + g(—v3v4 + v4v3 + VU5 — vgv7) + 2(v5U5 — VgUs) — vy VI, + Vv + (65)

1.2 1.2
TUI3V1y — Va3

r_ 1,2 1,2 1,2 1,2 1,2 21
E23 — E23U0 + g(U4U7 - U7U4) _'_ U12U13 - U13/012 - /05/02 _'_ U5U2 (66)
1
/ 1,2 1,2 1,2 1,2 1,2 2.1
By = Espuo + g(_vz«;vs + UgU3) — Uy Vi F VU + VgV — UGV, (67)

This gives us the expressions for three of the Go-generators. Repeating the same
process with the other triples, we obtain the new variables for the remaining elements
of the As-basis:

H{ = Hyvg + 2 (ol —vjud) + 3(-ved +uiod + vlyod, — olyol) + (69
3 (~vbod + ofo? + ooy — vlgef)

Bl = iy + L (-0l + vjed) — oy + ulyed — oh (0 + o) od el 40]) (69)
By = Eiavg + %(Uivfo - U%ovi) + U;”i - U%ﬂg + vpp (0] + v3) — v}y (v1 + v3) (70)
Eiy = Byt + 5 (~olod + vjod) — obuiy + ol — oly(u 4 28) 420l +20]) (7]
By = Ezvg + Ué“%2 - U%ﬂg + %(Uévfo - U%ovg) + gy (vF + 203) — vfy(v1 + 20) (72)

2 2
;o 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 2.1
() = a1Vg — V4V + U V) — Vgly3 + V1305 + 5(713'07 - 'U7'U3) + g(_UQUI + UQUI) +  (73)
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2,1 1,2
TU9v; — Vg3

r_ +12_21+2(12_12)_12+12+1(12_21) (74)
(g = U2U0 7 Uy = UsUs 7 5(U7l10 — V1g¥7) = Vol1z T V12l 7 5 (U4 U1 = Uy

I _'_2(12+12)_12+12_12_'_12_'_l(12_11>+ (75)
(3 = A3Uo T 3\UsV1p T VioUs) = Vsl T Ve Uy = VoU1g T V149 T 3UgU1 = Ugl)

1,2 1,2

2
1\/ 1 1.2 1 2 1.2 1.2 1 2 2 1 1.2 1 2
(b)) =bw+ U3Vjg — UpaU3 + g(_vﬂ’s + VgUy + Vgl — Ulovl) + VgV — VU7 + (76)

1.2 2 1
TUpV; — Vipls

2 1
(62)/ = b*vp — Ué“? + v%vé + g(—véfug + 'U.é'UsQ;) + U%OU%I - /U%IIU%O + g(_"%v% + U:?U%) (77)

2 1
(%) = o+ vied — ek + 2 (vlod — vjed) + vlgiy — ity + 0k} —vel) — (78)

—vgvy + U7y
The substitution of (65)-(78) into (13) gives a degree four Casimir operator of the
algebra.

5. Reduction to the Aj;-subalgebra

Since the operators H;, E;; (i # j) generate a copy of As, the restriction of R to
this subalgebra gives a Lie algebra s((3) @ r|hp with Heisenberg radical. Although this
algebra is in general no more perfect, we can always find a fundamental set of invariants
generated by Casimir operators. In fact, let R = 2I'(, ) @ I'(0,0) be a representation of
G5 and {Vf, . V;}, VE2, .., ‘/;,2, VO} be a basis of R (where p = %). Further let

Vi Vi) = A% (79)
be the brackets of the Heisenberg radical. Suppose that the restriction of R to A, equals
Rl =Y W, & kW, (80)

where W; is a nontrivial As-representation and W is the trivial representation. First
of all, k must be odd. In fact, if V;! is a noncentral element of s((3)& r/bp such that
[X, le] = 0 forall X € A,, then the Jacobi identity applied to the triple {H, le, V2 }

p+l—j

(H an element of the Cartan subalgebra of Aj) shows that [X, V2, ;] =0, VX € A,
as well. Thus k = 2¢ + 1. Further, the corresponding equations ‘A/jl and \A/p%rk ; are:

= oF

V.l = — )\*Uoi =0 (81)

! T
= oF
VpZ+1—j = AJ’UO% =0, (82)
J

hence avf?i,j = g—g = 0. That is, the invariants of 5[(3)@)3‘ b, do not depend on these

variables. As a consequence, the invariants of s[(3)@ r|bp are the same as those of the
Lie algebra sl (3) © s w,ew, it where ¢ = dmA-1-2¢ - Since this algebra is perfect, we can
find a fundamental set of invariants formed by Casimir operators.
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The preceding method shows that the Casimir invariants of 5[(3)@> rbp can also be
determined using the expressions of the Casimir invariants of As. Over the basis (7)-
(12), these are given by

I = 3(H1Hy + Ev2Ey + Er3E3y + ExsEsy + H ) + H} (83)
I3 = 27 (Ey B3y Eos + B\ Er3Esy + HoE\9Foy — HyF3Esy) +
9H, (E23E32 + E1oEoy — 2E13E3 + HiHy + H22) +2H7 (84)

The substitution of the Ej; into (83) and (84) provides the Casimir operators of the
corresponding semidirect products.
For the two examples exhibited before, the restrictions of R give:

(20 ® Tony) l4s =303 1@3@3@ 11 (85)
(20100 ® T00) |4y =8B 3@30803®3@ 1. (86)

In the first case, the Casimir operators will be independent of V! and V?, while in the
second case they depend on all variables (including the generator of the centre).

6. Conclusions

We have seen that the Casimir operators of semidirect products GQ@)QF(%I))@F(O’O)[’) of
the exceptional Lie algebra G5 of rank two and Heisenberg Lie algebras b,, can be
computed from the Casimir operators of (G5 by substituting the generators by new
variables. These new variables are determined by the restriction of R to the different
slo-triples, and can easily be deduced from the determinantal formulae of [18] and lemma
2. Indeed the method remains valid on different bases of Gy, but as shown in [17],
the Ay is highly convenient. This basis also allows us to determine the invariants of
algebras with Heisenberg radical and Levi part isomorphic to A,, which coincides with
the results obtained in [8]. We could have also deduced the results using the reduction to
the As-subalgebra of Gy, but the A;-reduction turns out to be more practical, since the
Casimir operators of the induced algebras can be computed without effort and presented
in explicit form. For the case of (G5, the determination of the two noncentral Casimir
operators of the semidirect product Gg@gp(a,b)@p(o’o)b reduces to the computation of six
determinants, corresponding to the different sly-triples, and which can be rewritten in
terms of the sly-invariant. The advantage of this method in comparison with a direct
integration of system (2) or other less direct reduction methods is considerable. With
the method proposed here for G, the corresponding eigenvalues of the Casimir operators
can also be deduced in closed form.

The same method should work for the remaining (complex) exceptional Lie algebras
Fy, Eg, E; and Eg. Indeed lemma 3 remains valid for these algebras, and the reduction
to the different sly-triples follows at once from their structure and the root theory.

The important question that arises at once from this method is how to generalize
this to the real forms of the (exceptional) simple Lie algebras. For the corresponding
normal real forms the procedure is formally the same, but for the remaining real forms,
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Table 4. Commutator table for the real Lie algebra so (3) & (0.3).11 b
2 ®T'(0,0)

] X, X X3 Xy X5 X Xy Xz Xo X Xn
X, 0 —-X3 X 0 X Xz 2L D —s
X, X3 o -Xi X5 0 -Xx;, =& & = X 0
X X X9 0 —-X; X4 O X = = &
X4 0 X5 X5 0 X3 -X, =8 =z = X
X5 X 0o -Xx -X; 0 X3 = X &
Xo| =X Xoo 00X -Xo0 = RS G o
Xo| Ao%osRoXo % 0 X 0 00
No| 0o G % osw SR oxw o000 00
X | % % s ko000 X0
Y| &S % % o=Sw 0 0 Xw 0 o0
Xn 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

lemma 3 will not be applicable in general, since it requires a diagonal action of the
Cartan subalgebra. In this case, the sly-triples used for the complex case must
be replaced either by its compact form so(3) or some other semisimple algebra of
higher rank. In this frame, the detailed description of subalgebras of semisimple Lie
algebras are of great importance [21, 22]. As an example where the reduction to three
dimensional simple subalgebras still works, take the eleven dimensional real Lie algebra
50 (3,1) S (0.3 O)[jQ, where T(%3) ig the "realification” of the two dimensional

r ’2>’”@r<0,
representation F(O’%)ﬂ of the Lorentz algebra so (3,1). Over a basis {Xj, .., X11}, the
brackets are given in table 4.

It is easily seen that this algebra satisfies N (g) = 3, where I = z1; is one of the
invariants for generating the centre. To obtain the other two Casimir operators, we
want to make use of the invariants of the Levi subalgebra, which are, over the given
basis, given by

Ci=a% +a5+a3 —aF — a2 — a8 (87)
02 = T1%4 + ToX5 + T3Tg. (88)

If we take the so(3)-subalgebra s; spanned by {Xi, X, X3}, the induced algebra
s0(3) @ (0.8).11 b2 has a (noncentral) Casimir operator C' which can be determined
F ) ) 5

with the determinantal formulae of [18]. This determinant can be rewritten as

C =Y+ Yy +Y7, (89)
where

Yi =z — g Treo + %908%0 (90)

€ Since the representation r(03) of s0(3,1) is complex, the corresponding real representation has
double size, i.e., dimension four.
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1

Yo = zox + 1 (:Eg + x%o — x% - :Eg) (91)
1

Y3 = x3w11 + T8 + 2 TT10- (92)

If we further consider the so (3)-subalgebras generated respectively by {Xi, X5, X¢},
{X5, X4, X6} and {X3, X4, X5}, the corresponding Casimir invariants of the induced
algebras can also be written in terms of the so (3)-quadratic invariant. The computation
provides the expressions

1
Y;; = T4X11 + Z (.’L’g — l‘g — .Tg + .’L’%O) (93)
1 1
Y5 = xs111 — 21 — 58710 (94)
1 1
Ys = wer11 — 5957958 + 59593310- (95)
A straightforward computation shows that Y? + Y? + V3 — Y2 — Y2 — V¢ and
Y1Y, + Y2 Y5 4 Y3Ys are invariants of so (3) ® (0.4).11 bo.
A2/ @T (0,09

Therefore, the reduction method can also be used for real Lie algebras. The

difficulty for the general case of real forms s of a simple Lie algebra is to find the
appropiate subalgebra to make the reduction and obtain the new variables corresponding
to the generators of s.
Finally, we can ask whether the semidirect products of simple and Heisenberg Lie
algebras is the only case where the Casimir operators can be described using the
classical formulae for these invariants, or if other radicals are possible [6, 23] . Even
if Heisenberg algebras occupy a privileged position within the possible candidates for
radicals of semidirect products, due to the deep relation between their compatibility and
the quaternionic, complex or real character of representations of simple Lie algebras,
examples where the method is still applicable for solvable non-nilpotent radicals exist.
To this extent consider the seven dimensional Lie algebra sl (2, R) @){1}@2{0}14}179 given
by the structure constants

0122 = _0133 - Cg? =2 (9
C(213 = Cf4 = 035 = 05)4 = 025 = 027 = 05?7 = _Cif) =1 (9
over a basis {X1, .., X7}. It is straighforward to verify that A" (s[ (2, R) 5{1}@2{0}14}179) =
1, and that this algebra does not admit a fundamental set of invariants generated by a

~N O
~—_

Casimir operator, but a harmonic invariant. Introducing the "rational” variables
- T1Tg + T4T5

Y 98

o= A0 (98)
21976 — T3

Yo = —— 99

2 2[L‘6 ( )
22316 + T2

Y= ———= 100

3 233'6 ) ( )

the function Y2 + 4Y5Y3 turns out to be an invariant of the algebra. Observe that
2?2 + 4x913 is the invariant of the Levi part.
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Having in mind this example, one could be tempted to analyze the possibility of
extending these methods to contractions of semidirect products g = 5@3@1)0[), since
the contraction of the Casimir operators of g provides invariants of the contraction [24].
However, in general these Casimir operators will not be expressible as a function of the
invariants of the contracted algebra. With the notation of [25], the Lie algebra Lg » and
its contraction Lz @ Ly is the lowest dimensional example of this impossibility.
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Appendix A. The system for R = 2I'g1) @ I'(,0

In this appendix we present explicitely the system (2) for the Lie algebra G & rb7, where
R =2T"g1) ® I'(g,0). Since there is no ambiguity, we denote the variables associated to
the generators E;;, b, a; of Gy with the same symbol, while {Vi}, .., VA V2 . VE Vi is
a basis of R. Further, the symbol F, denotes 2 —z.

202 Fyo — 2a9F,, — 3F93Fg,, + 3F3Fg,, — U*Fys + asF,, + a1 F,, — b'Fy + (A1)
+3E1,Fg,, — 3B F,, + 01 Fyp + 20, Fy + 03 Fpyr — v Fy — 205 Fy — 05 Fy +

+0iFpp + 205 F3 + 03 Fg — viFp — 202F, — viF,2 = 0

—V?Fy + ayF,, + 2E93Fg,, — 2E3,Fg,, + b*Fys — asF,, — E\2Fg, + B0 Fg,, + (A.2)
+E3Fg, — B3 F,, —03F —03Fp +0iFp +03Fn — 03F — v3F2 +

+0iFy +v5F,2 =0

—20*Fy, + V*Fy, + HiF,, + 0’ Fp,, + 20, Fys — 3E3,F,, — 3E12F,, — 2a3Fy, + (A.3)
+b Fiy, + 01 Fyp + 07 Fy 4+ 03 Fyy 4+ 20, Fy + 07 Fp + 07 Fp + 03 F,p + 205F, = 0

20y Fy, — agFy, — HiFy2 — a3Fp,, + 3E3Fys — 2b' F,, + 20°F,, + 3Ey Fyn + (A.4)
—a1 Fg, —|—’U4F1 —I—U7F1 —|—'06F1 +2'U5F1 —|—U4F2 —|—’U7F2 —|—U6F2 +21}5F2 =0
3EyFp, — 2B F, — b’ Fyp + HoFpy, + aoFuy — Er3Fp,, + ExnFey, —v;Fp+ (AD)
+ugFy —viF2 +v3F =0

—3Es5yFy, + 2E3Fpr, + a3Fo, — HyFiyy — U2 Fys + B3 Fig,, — B1oFpy, — 03 F0 + (A6)
+u3Fy — v3Fp + 03 F,2 = 0

V' Fy, — b’ Fy, — 2a1Fyp — 3Fy3F,, + b’ Fg,, + (H, + 3H)F,, — 3H,3F,, + 2a,Fy 4A.7)
+b Fiy, — 01 Fyy + 07 Fyy — 03 Fp + 203 Fp — 07 Flg + 07 F2 — 03 F2 4+ 201 F2 = 0
—a3Fy, + asFy, +3F35Fyp + 20'F,, — ayFp,, — (H; + 3Hy) Fys — QbQFal + 3E31 Fy( A-8)
—a1 Fp,, — véFvi + U%Fvi — véFvé + ZUng% - v%FU% + v?Fvi - ngvg + 21)§Fv$ =0
—a1Fy, + 3E 1 Fye — 20°F,, + 3E13Fs + 2b°F,, + (2H, + 3Hy)Fy — ayFp,, +  (A.9)
—asFg, + véFv% — viFv% — U%Fvé + 2ui Fol + UQF 2 vZFvE — v?FUg + ZU%Fvg =0

b' Fyy, + 2a3Fy: — 3Ey F,, — 2a9Fys — 3E3,F,, — (2H, + 3Hy)F,, + b*Fg,, + (A.10)
b’ Fy,, + U7F 1+ '03F 1 U;Fvi — QUéFv% + U7F 2 + '03F2 'U?sz — 2’0ng$ =0
—3E19Fy, + EyyFy, + a1 F,, + E13Fp,, — b*Fy + (Hy + Hy)Fi,, — EspFg,, + (A1)
—|—’UlF1 +112F1 —|—'0le +112F2 =0

3By Fy, — EnFy, — V' Fyp — B3 Fp,, + ayF,, — (H, + Hy)F,, + FosFi,, + (A.12)
—|—U5F1 +véF1 +v§F2 +U6Fz =0

—Ey3Fp, + EvoFp,, + a1Fuy — b Fy — EysFry, + (Hy + 2Hy) Figy, + 0 Fyy + (A.13)
+U4F 1+ v Fvg + viFvg =0

Es F, — Ex Fp,, —b'Fys + asF,, + EssFp,, — (Hy + 2Hy)F,, + v3F,1 + (A.14)



+UéFvi + U%Fv% + UéFUi =0

— 0y Fry — 04 Foy + 03 F 0y — 07 Fy — 05 F gy, — 05 F gy, +v0F2 =0

—20y ity + 03 Frt, — 03 Foy + 04 F iy, + 01 Fys — v3Fy — 05 Fg,, — 0oF 2 = 0
—03 ity + 03 Fr, — 05 Fay — 05 F iy — 07F — 03 Foy — 01 Fiyy — 0o Fp = 0
0 Fi, — v Fu, — v Fp + 03 Fpyy — 07 Fay + 05 Fy — 0 Fp,, — voF 3 = 0
205 Fy, — 03 Fpy, — 07 Fyp — 03 Fpy, 4+ 05 Fay + 04 Fay — 01 Fppyy, —00F,2 = 0
v Fr, — v3Fye + 03 Fys + 01 Foy — 03 Fpyy — 03 Fpy, +v0F,2 =0

—20y Fyp — 203 Fy, — 203 Fys — 203 Fyy — 201 Fyy + 205 Fy1 + 200F 2 = 0

— Vi Fry, — Vi Fuy + 03 Fay — 0} Fy — 03 Fiy, — 03 Fi,, — voF, = 0

—205Fy, + 5 Fu, — V3 Foy + 03 Fiyy + 01 Fys — 03 Fy — 03 Fgy, +00F,1 = 0
— 05 Fy, + V3 Fr, — i Fay — 03 Fiyy — 03 Fy — 03 Foy — 07 Fgyy + w0k = 0
ViFy, — viFy, — viFype +v3Fpg,, — v2F,, + vi Fy — 3 Fg,, + vl =0
203 Fy, — viFp, — viFp — viFpy, 4+ g Fay + ViFa, — Vi Fpy, +v0F,; =0
Vg Fu, — v3Fye + 02 Fys + 03 Fy, — 03 Fpy, — V3 Fp,, —voF, =0

—205Fyp — 05 F,, — 201 Fys — 205 Fyy — 207 Fy, + 205 Fy — 200F 3 = 0
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